25th November 2010 
All Lewisham Councillors

LB Lewisham

Town Hall

Catford

Dear Lewisham Councillor

RE:  Annual Report 2010 – Lewisham Pensioners Forum

Please find enclosed a copy of the Forum’s Annual Report for 2010 launched at our AGM earlier this week.
We think you will find that the content provides an informative digest of the variety of campaign activities and events that we have either co-ordinated or been involved with this year.  We believe that our report illustrates clearly the value and scope of our role in Lewisham’s community, providing a voice for older people, and we hope that we can look forward to the Council’s continued support of the work that we do.  It may be helpful to note at this point that the Forum has nearly 1300 individual members and further has links with over 60 older people’s groups.  We are supported by a large number of pensioner volunteers who carry out a multitude of duties but it is your continued funding of our two part time staff and small office at The Saville that is pivotal to our ongoing role in the community.   

The Forum is, as you know, a campaign group and we would like to take this opportunity to convey how deeply concerned we are about the cuts being imposed by the Coalition Government.  We would ask you to take a few moments to consider the question: Is Britain actually on the brink financially?  Or is this really a question of political priorities and political choices? 

After the close of WW2 in 1947 Britain’s national debt as a percentage of GDP was 237.12
, yet we put the welfare of the people first building the welfare state and expanding social housing.  In 2010, Britain’s debt as a percentage of GDP is 52.34 but the priorities of the Government now lie elsewhere.



 Will Hutton comments
;

 … “Periods when the over-riding preoccupation has been lowering the national debt have coincided with industrial, economic and strategic decline.  So it will again” 
Like you, the Forum seeks in its own way, to observe the motto on Lewisham’s Coat of Arms… Salus Populi Suprema Lex – “the welfare of the people is the highest law” and, as you are not officers of central government, we would urge you all, regardless of your political colours, to resist demands to cut services that support the welfare of Lewisham’s people.   We would ask you instead to turn your attention to the Local Authorities Association, currently chaired by our Mayor Sir Steve Bullock, and ask them to unite as 32 London Boroughs, in a co-ordinated response to set a budget that is legal but which meets local needs without having to cut services.
Here at the Forum we plan to initiate a London-wide course of action with Pensioner Forums across the 32 London Boroughs to similarly bring pressure to bear on their local Councillors and, in turn, the Local Authorities Association.

 We would welcome working with you to support any initiatives that bring about an end to this very unsettling and worrying period for members of Lewisham’s community and, of course, council officers as jobs and services come under threat.
Yours sincerely

Doris Smith
DORIS SMITH 

CHAIR OF LEWISHAM PENSIONERS FORUM-
PTO








� http://www.ukpublicspending.co.uk/debt_brief.php


� http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2009/sep/13/budget-national-debt-will-hutton





