8th December 2010

Jim Dowd MP

Heidi Alexander

Joan Ruddock

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

Dear Jim, Joan & Heidi
RE: Early Day Motion 1032

We understand that as yet, no Lewisham MP has confirmed support for the EDM of John Robertson, calling on the Government to postpone the change from RPI to CPI until the appropriateness of CPI as a measure of price increases borne by pensioner households can be fully evaluated.
We are therefore writing on behalf of pensioners in Lewisham, to ask that you offer your support to this EDM as soon as possible. 
Early Day Motion
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INDEXATION OF PENSIONS AND BENEFITS

17.11.2010

Robertson, John That this House notes the Government's proposal to use the Consumer Price Index (CPI) rather than the Retail Price Index (RPI) for the price indexation of benefits, tax credits and public service pensions; further notes that the CPI is consistently lower than the RPI; expresses concern over the impact that this will have on the incomes of pensioners and other vulnerable groups; recognises the concerns held by the Royal Statistical Society and the UK Statistics Authority that CPI excludes many housing costs which are borne by the majority of pensioner households; and calls on the Government to take these concerns into account and postpone the change from RPI to CPI until the appropriateness of CPI as a measure of price increases borne by pensioner households can be fully evaluated. 
Kind regards
Doris Smith

Chair Lewisham Pensioners Forum
c.c. Lewisham Councillors
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