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Dear Forum Member

Many of us were disappointed and saddened to hear the media reporting on a

recent report which gave Lewisham Hospital a poor rating for patient safety,

it gave the hospital the lowest possible score of one out of five - leaving it as

one of the 12 worst rated hospitals in the country. Interestingly, comments

made by local councillors in the South London Press on 3 " December suggest

that the hospital has been chasing Government targets instead of focusing on
patient safety. C o u n c iThelhaspital €eemsitoshe Ma i n e
concerned with Government priorities and targets when there are other

basi cs they shoul d b%ourceo Soatlelorndond®rlessBqg o n.
December 2009)

In response to the report, Lewisham Hospital issued a media statement

saying:

oLewisham Hospital prides itself on patient safety. It is our top priority
and is the first agenda item at every Board meeting. We consistently have
one of the lowest hospital acquired infection rates in the country and our
quality of service has been rated as ‘Good’ by the Care Quality Commission.
We are surprised and disappointed at this scoring from Dr Foster, especially
as we were rated in the Top 40 Hospitals by CHKS (the UK's leading
independent provider of healthcare intelligence and quality improvement
services) earlier this year. Out of the 34 indicators, 31 were within the
expected range, two were better than expected and only one was worse than
expected. This related to the administration of the reporting of safety
incidents to a national body and has no impact on patient safety at this
hospital. Our Trust Board is committed to implementing a series of clinical
Interventions as recommended by the Patient Safety First initiative and many
of these have already been put [ nto act

Forum members are aware that Lewisham Pensioners Forum is committed to
the provision of a National Health Service although we constantly find
ourselves reminding politicians and Senior NHS officials of its Founding
principles (see the article by Tony Benn on page 3)

As this newsletter is being written, two issues dominate the agenda of our
0Save our NHS campaign group. The firs
plans to pursue Foundation Status. Central to the whole concept of
Foundation Trusts is that ownership passes from the Government to the



independent corporations. In theory this means that control for the

hospital leaves Whitehall and passes to the local community i but the
reality is that the community are likely to have little control, their

involvement being limited. The Foundation Trust then has autonomy to
enter into agreements and partnership with private companies as they wish.
Do we really want an NHS that is subjected to the vagaries of private
investors? The Forum would like to see a local hospital that focuses on the
provision of a comprehensive range of treatments, including preventative
ones, from a building that prides itself on cleanliness with excellent
standards of care to people of all ages. We must fight this idea that our

NHS needs the private sector to provide quality care from adequately
equipped buildings; it does not. If you want to get involved in our campaign
to oppose Foundation Status then c¢come
meeting on Tuesday 9" February 2010 at The Saville Centre, 436 Lewisham
High Street, SE13, at 1.30pm.

Update on the Waldron Centre

You may recall our campaign last year opposing the introduction of the
private sector into the Waldron Health Centre. Unfortunately, despite

over 500 signatures, local opposition was not taken into account and the
PCT went ahead with an external tendering process that invited private
companies to tender to provide services at the Waldron. In Camden
recently, an individual, with the help of solicitors of social conscience,
commenced a legal challenge against Camden PCT who were proposing a
similar GP led centre. The challenge was made on the grounds that the PCT
did not ask people if they actually wanted a GP led centre. In the coming
weeks we too shall be shaping our challenge to the introduction of the
private sector in Lewishamds health ca
Agenda of our meeting on 9 ™ February so do come along if you want to
know more. We will continue to keep you updated through this newsletter.

Make a Difference Awards 2010

On a more positive note the London Borough of Lewisham in partnership

with Volunteer Centre Lewisham are gathering nominations for their Make

a Difference Awards for 2010. Theyask o Who do you know t
difference in their community? Help us celebrate the contribution of

volunteers in Lewisham by nominating someone to the Make a Difference

Awar ds XANonindtions close on 15™ February. Nomination forms can

be completed on -line through the www.lewisham.gov.uk website or paper

copies are available in libraries or leisure centres or can be requested by

phoning 020 8314 8425.

Continued on page 4.






